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Life & Times of the Landie - Part I1

Apr 13 2012 12:22 AM | alex in Car Features

So to follow on...after the Morocco Trip in 2010 clearly we had a few things to fix. The brakes were now a bit rubbish even though we renewed the system not that long ago...shocks were shot and the gearbox was on it's last legs.

Now the brakes on Land Rovers are never that good....but when this happens it makes them non-existant:

It also doesnt help when your clutch cylinder looks like this...the rod is supposed to be straight!
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Yup, that hole at the bottom of the brake plate isn't meant to be like that at all. Somehow the brake adjuster pulled its way through the plate. So time for a new one of those then. At the same time we took the opportunity to change all te cylinders for genuine ones and
plastic bag. This has been a trusty companion for the Land Rover since I have owned it. It kindly stops some of the fluid coming out of he reservoir and keeps sand getting in. But clearly not brilliant. The genuine metal reservoirs are stupidly expensive for what they are,
we came up with this instead. Handy having the tools to do brake pipe flaring and bending etc of course. it simplifies things greatly and has made a marked diffference in braking performance:
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bought a set of mud tyres for when I feel like having a bit of a play @ it was also a good excuse to fit some new shocks got Dave from Llama 4x4 to import some from the USA...they are brilliant...lets see if these can last more than one trip!

3 of 92 17/04/2012 19:4



Life & Times of the Landie - Part Il http://relentlessracing.org/page/articles/_/featllife-times-of-the-landie-part-ii-ri(

=\ INTEGRALIS
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SECURING BURNESS

Oops, seems I have another crack in the chassis. I have been told "You should not drive your landie off road as fast as you can, for as long as you possibly can, it will kill it". Or...you can just keep fixing it @
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ﬂ So after faffery and playing around in mud...decided the beginning of 2008 was a good to to start poking about to see what this honest looking Land Rover was like underneath. Uh oh!

alex  What would you do to get a car though an MOT. Would you a) repair the chassis using decent plate and a strong weld or @ use a bit of tin, silicon sealant as a pretend weld and throw some underseal over to fool the MOT'er. Oh crap
Mar 17 2012 08:54 PM
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A quick inspection showed that the quality of the weld was, well, suspect....
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Just one example of an outrigger...the small holes were the start of it...it was shockingly thin....in the end I think every single outrigger was replaced:
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It's when you start seeing things like this you think what on earth have I taken on here....and goodbye weekends!
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Muahahaha lob it off! That is always the fun bit when the grinder comes out @

Anyway after fun with the grinder I suppose we better do something sensible, so replacing a door top was an achievable goal. Thankfully, Lewis, my brother, is stupid enough to volunteer to be a human painting jig. Needless to say, hit
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legend has it, the Land Rover was named - Red.
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(apologies for posting multiple threads but if I dont I will lose track)

E A little lesson...if you dont put antifreeze in your car for 30 years...you will get rust...even now, three years on, I still get rusty murky water very quickly...the block must be pretty thick...you would have thought it would have rusted thr !

alex
Mar 17 2012 09:23 PM

..

For those that know Series landies, the headlights are shockinly bad. Think the glovebox light from an Austin Maxi and you will not be far off. So replaced the sealed units with standard defender/etc "Crystal" headlights. Found out later
sort of get the clearnes burred off but oh well.
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It seems rain is the theme when I am workign on vehicles! Anyway, repalcing the headlights was ignoriing the fact I had some proper work to do. The chassi needed a good looking at. so the body had to come off. Staring with the roof '
1960...and an 80s RR V8 if you can jsut about see that)....

Body off...
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This was the main deciding point really. It was a case of do we re-chassis it...or deal with what we have. patch it up, repalce where needed and go with it. We decided to go with it. First clear thing we had to do was repalcing the rear ¢ (
enough, it was knackered at every point we poked, we would make a hole...so it had to go. Clearly, hammers were a large consideration at this point.
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Marking up where things had to be cut off. at same time gave Mazda a quick run to keep things ticking over (see blue bonnet). Wifey at hand to provide tea and an "it'll be fine" reassurance:
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Now...I can lob things off. But my stepdad, Moss, is better at it - he really is an understated engineering genuis, and is willing to help, so passed the grinder over. And yes, slate us for H&S disregard if you like, but Moss has hands of as+
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Lobbed! Uh oh, it is not loking like a landie anymore!
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After a few trial fits with the body making sure all was right, g-clamped it in place then a few spot welds to keep it there:
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And then the welding marathon starts...again, full credit for Moss for this, there is no way I could make the weld as strong as he does. It does get fish-plated for strength later on:
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8&0 !
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rain. Firstly was a doddgy clutch release bearing w
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big deal. For those that might not know, a picture
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came out again and replaced those bits. Then back i
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s we got so bored of taking the box in and out (Lan
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